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Letter from the Executive Board 
 

Hon’ble Delegates, 
Greetings! I welcome you all to the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs at 
MCGS MUN 2017. 

 
We  request  all  participant  delegates  to  keep  a  few  pointers  in  mind  before  reading  
the background guide. The background guide is divided into different sections. The first 
section is about the UNSC and its function and powers. The second section clearly marks 
the sources that will be accepted as proof/evidence in the committee. In situations 
where the Executive Board asks a delegate for proof/evidence to back up their 
statements, any source might be brought up for debate if it has institutional backing, and 
might even be accepted as the belief of the country. But no sources, other than those 
mentioned in this section will be accepted as credible. 

 
However, research can be done and debate can continue using any source as such. Even 
Wikipedia is a source (yes!), but only to understand the overview of the theme and not to 
gather facts and figures. Delegates are advised to cross-check statements and speeches 
with the mentioned credible sources to be on a safe side. Many sections are followed by 
or include links which will help in understanding the agenda better, attaining relevant 
documents and guide you for further research on the issue. Delegates are requested to 
visit and explore these links too. 

 
The delegates are also advised to independently research for information about the same 
beyond the guides and form a comprehensive understanding of the agenda. 

 
Lastly, we would request all the delegates to put sincere efforts in preparation and 
research for the simulation and work hard to make it a fruitful learning experience for all. 
Feel free to contact me via email if you have any queries or doubts. 

 
Regards, 
Hisham Ahmed 
Rizvi 
hisham.rzv@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hisham.rzv@gmail.com
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How to Research? 
 
Following is a suggested pattern for researching (if required): 
 

1. Researching and understanding the United Nations and the Committee/Council 
being simulated – Its Mandate, including understanding historical work done on the 
agenda. 

2. Research on the allotted country. Understanding its polity, economy, culture, history 
etc. 

3. Comprehending the Foreign Policy of the allotted country. It includes 
understanding the ideology and principles adopted by the country on the agenda. It 
further includes studying past actions taken by the country on the agenda and 
other related issues –specifically analysing their causes and consequences. 

4. Reading the background guide thoroughly. 
5. Researching further upon the agenda using the footnotes and links given in the 

guide and from other sources such as academic papers, institutional reports, 
national reports, news articles, blogs etc. 

6. Understanding policies adopted by different blocs of countries (example: NATO, 
EU etc.) and major countries involved in the agenda. Including their position, 
ideology and adopted past actions. 

7. Characterizing the agenda into sub-topics and  preparing speeches and  
statements on them. It is the same as preparing topics for the moderated caucuses 
and their content. 

8. Preparing a list of possible solutions and actions the UNSC can adopt on the issue 
as per your country’s policies. 

9. Assemble proof/evidence for any important piece of information/allegation you are 
going to use in committee 

10. Keeping your research updated using various news sources, especially news 
websites given in the proof/evidence section. 

 
Note: This is not by any means an exhaustive list. It is only indicative of what all can be 
done by delegates to refine their research. 
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About UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
 

The Commission  on  Narcotic  Drugs (CND)  and  the  Commission  on  Crime  Prevention  
and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ) are policymaking bodies within the United Nations system and 
guide international action against drugs and crime. The CND and CCPCJ are functional 
commissions of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) and Governing 
Bodies of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Their resolutions and 
decisions provide guidance  in  their  respective  areas  to  Member  States  and  the  
UNODC.  The  thematic  areas covered by the CND and CCPCJ are also dealt with by the 
General Assembly, in particular its Third Committee, which deals with Social, Humanitarian 
and Cultural Affairs, and its Fifth Committee, which deals with budgetary matters relating to 
the governing bodies functions. 
 
More information 

 Rules of Procedure 

 Delegates' Handbook 

 Elections and membership 

 Joint meetings of the Commissions 

 Treaties 

 
The Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) reviews and analyzes the global drug situation, 
considering the interrelated issues of prevention of drug abuse, rehabilitation of drug users 
and supply and trafficking in illicit drugs. It takes action through resolutions and decisions. 
 
Functional Commission of the Economic and Social 
Council 
The Commission was established by the Economic and Social Council as one of its 
functional commissions on 16 February 1946  (resolution 9(I)). The Commission assists 
the Council in supervising the application of the  international drug control treaties. It 
also advises the Council on all matters pertaining to the control of narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances and their precursors. 
 
Normative Functions 
The CND has important normative functions under the international drug control 
conventions. It is authorized to consider all matters pertaining to the aims of the 
Conventions and see to their implementation. As a treaty organ under the Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961) and the Convention on Psychotropic Substances 
(1971) the Commission decides, on the basis of recommendations by the World Health 
Organization (WHO), to place narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances under 
international control. The Commission may also decide to remove or modify international 
control measures over drugs, psychotropic substances or precursors. 
Note: The President’s decision on all matters relating to the Rules of Procedure shall be 
final. Furthermore, the President will, at the start of the meeting, convey to all delegates 
the relevant deviations in the ROP that they must take note of for this meeting. 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CND/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/index.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/index.html
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/doc13/RD-EcosocRules.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/Delegates_Handbook.html
https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND_CCPCJ_joint/Elections_and_Membership_Factsheet.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND_CCPCJ_joint/Joint_Meetings_of_the_Commissions_Background_Notes.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/index.html
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=E/RES/9(I)&lang=E
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CND/conventions.html
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Proof/Evidence in Council 
 
Evidence or proof is from the following sources will be accepted as credible in the committee: 

1.   News Sources 
a. REUTERS – Any Reuters’ article which clearly makes mention of the fact stated or 

is in contradiction of the fact being stated by another delegate in council can be 
used to substantiate arguments in the committee. (http://www.reuters.com/ ) 

b.   State operated News Agencies – These reports can be used in the support of or 
against the State that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible or 
substantial enough, 
can be used in support of or against any country as such but in that situation, 
they can be denied by any other country in the council. Some examples are 

i.   RIA Novosti (Russia) http://en.rian.ru/ 
 ii.   IRNA (Iran)  http://www.irna.ir/ENIndex.htm 

                                       iii.   Xinhua News Agency and CCTV (P.R. China)  http://cctvnews.cntv.cn/ 

2.   Government Reports: These reports can be used in a similar way as the State Operated 
News Agencies reports and can, in all circumstances, be denied by another country. 
However, a nuance is that a report that is being denied by a certain country can still be 
accepted by the Executive Board as credible information. Some examples are, 

a. Government  Websites  like  the  State  Department  of  the  United  States  of  
America http://www.state.gov/index.htm   or the Ministry of Defense of the 
Russian Federation http://www.eng.mil.ru/en/index.htm 

i.  Ministry of Foreign Affairs of various nations like India 
(http://www.mea.gov.in/)         or People’s Republic of China 
(http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/). 

ii. Permanent Representatives to the United Nations Reports 
http://www.un.org/en/members/  (Click on any country to get the 
website of the Office of its Permanent Representative.) 

iii. Multilateral Organizations like the NATO 
(http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/index.htm), ASEAN 
(http://www.aseansec.org/ ), OPEC (http://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/ ), 
etc. 

3.   UN  Reports:  All  UN  Reports  are  considered  are  credible  information  or  evidence  for  
the 

Executive Board of the UNGA – 1 (DISEC). 
a. UN Bodies like the UNSC (http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/) or UNGA 

(http://www.un.org/en/ga/). 
b.   UN Affiliated bodies like the International Atomic Energy Agency 
(http://www.iaea.org/), World Bank (http://www.worldbank.org/), International    
Monetary Fund (http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm), International Committee of 
the Red Cross (http://www.icrc.org/eng/index.jsp ), etc. 
c.   Treaty Based Bodies like the Antarctic Treaty System (http://www.ats.aq/e/ats.htm 
), the International Criminal Court (http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ICC) 

NOTE: Under no circumstances will sources like Wikipedia (http://www.wikipedia.org/ ), Amnesty International 

(http://www.amnesty.org/ ), Human Rights Watch (http://www.hrw.org/ ) or newspapers like the Guardian 

(http://www.guardian.co.uk/), Times of India (http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ ), etc. be accepted as PROOF/EVIDENCE.  

But they can be used for better understanding of any issue or even be  brought  up  in  debate  if  the  information  given  

in  such  sources  is  in  line  with  the  beliefs  of  a Government. 

http://www.reuters.com/
http://en.rian.ru/
http://www.irna.ir/ENIndex.htm
http://cctvnews.cntv.cn/
http://www.state.gov/index.htm
http://www.eng.mil.ru/en/index.htm
http://www.mea.gov.in/
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/
http://www.un.org/en/members/
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/index.htm
http://www.aseansec.org/
http://www.opec.org/opec_web/en/
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/
http://www.un.org/en/ga/
http://www.iaea.org/
http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm)
http://www.icrc.org/eng/index.jsp
http://www.ats.aq/e/ats.htm
http://www.ats.aq/e/ats.htm
http://www.icc-cpi.int/Menus/ICC
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
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Documents, Treaties etc. to understand 
 

Following is the list of documents that need to be perused by all delegates before they 
come to the council. Please understand that you need to know the following aspects 
regarding each of the mentioned documents: 

 The reason why this document exists (for e.g. the Geneva Conventions were 
enacted to lay down the rules of war and for the treatment of all parties concerned 
in the wars.) 

 The  nature  of  the  document  and  the  force  it  carries,  i.e. whether it  is  a  
treaty,  a convention, a doctrine, or a universally accepted custom or norm. 

 The  areas  where  the  document  can  be  applied  or  has  jurisdiction  on  (for  
e.g. international humanitarian law applies only to situations of armed conflict, 
whereas the human rights laws applies at all times of war and peace alike.) 

 The contents of the document at hand. You need not memorize any articles or 
rules of any convention or treaty, but should know what the document has to say in 
various situations that may arise in the council. 

The delegates must have the understanding of the following: 
1. UN Charter 

The Charter of the United Nations was signed on 26 June 1945 at San Francisco by the 
nations represented at the United Nations Conference on International Organisation, most 
of them earlier allies in the Second World War. The allies began being referred to as the 
'United Nations' towards the end of that war. The Charter came into force on October 24 
1945. Since that time all members joining have had to declare themselves bound by both 
documents  -  though  practice  has  demonstrated  on  too  many occasions  that  that 
declaration has not been taken too seriously. Once again, a written constitution is one 
thing, actual behaviour is another. 
  http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/ 
http://research.un.org/en/docs/charter 

 

2. Geneva Conventions 

The Geneva Conventions comprise four treaties,  and  three  additional protocols,  that 
establish the standards of international law for the humanitarian treatment of war. The 
singular term Geneva Convention usually denotes the agreements of 1949, negotiated in 
the aftermath of the Second World War (1939–45), which updated the terms of the first 
three treaties (1864, 1906, 1929), and added a fourth treaty. The Geneva Conventions 
extensively defined the basic, wartime rights of prisoners (civil and military); established 
protections for the wounded; and established protections for the civilians in and around a 
war-zone.  Moreover,  the Geneva Convention  also  defines  the rights  and  protections 
afforded to non-combatants, yet, because the Geneva Conventions are about people in 
war, the articles do not address warfare proper — the use of weapons of war — which is 
the subject of the Hague Conventions (First Hague Conference, 1899; Second Hague 
Conference  1907),  and  the bio–chemical warfare Geneva  Protocol (Protocol  for  the 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/
http://research.un.org/en/docs/charter


      

 
2017 

 Email : mcgsmunsecretariat@gmail.com, munmcgs@mcgs.ac.in 

 

P
ag

e8
 

Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and of 
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, 1925). 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneva_Conventions 

https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva-conventions 

 

3. Customary International Law / Customary International Humanitarian Law 

Customary international law consists of rules that come from "a general practice accepted as 
law" and exist independent of treaty law. Customary IHL is of crucial importance in today’s 
armed conflicts because it fills gaps left by treaty law and so strengthens the protection 
offered to victims. 
https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/customary-law 

https://www.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/Home 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/customary_international_law 

 

4. The concept of ‘jus cogens’ or peremptory norms 

And so on…  
 
Please note: This is not an exhaustive list! There are many more sources that you may find 
very useful as a delegate within committee proceedings. Feel free to research on them and 
use them as part of your arguments in the committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geneva_Conventions
https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/geneva-conventions
https://www.icrc.org/en/war-and-law/treaties-customary-law/customary-law
https://www.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/Home
http://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/customary_international_law


      

 
2017 

 Email : mcgsmunsecretariat@gmail.com, munmcgs@mcgs.ac.in 

 

P
ag

e9
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA: 

Addressing the 

World Drug 
Problem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 
2017 

 Email : mcgsmunsecretariat@gmail.com, munmcgs@mcgs.ac.in 

 

P
ag

e1
0

 

Introduction 
 
Illicit drug use has been an abrupt and growing issue since the inception of modern drugs at 
the start of the 19th century. Internationally, the temperance movement, which had begun 
in the late eighteenth century, gained prominence in the late nineteenth century, 
advocating the legal prohibition of alcohol and other drugs. The temperance movement 
argued against drug and alcohol use on the grounds that it was morally irresponsible and 
caused violence, indolence, poverty and social decay. 
Influenced by temperance activists, US President Theodore Roosevelt convened an 
international opium conference in Shanghai in 1909, which was followed by another 
conference in The Hague in 1911, which led to the   International Opium Convention.  
This convention became the foundation for later international treaties and conventions 
on drug use. 
The 1914 Harrison Narcotic Act banned the production and sale of opiates and cocaine in 
the United States, the first prohibitionist legislation (although in form it was a revenue act, 
requiring the registration of, and payment of special taxes by, producers, distributors and 
suppliers of opiates and cocaine). In practice, it led to the arrest of thousands of doctors, 
pharmacists and addicts. The Harrison Act did not explicitly prohibit the prescription of 
heroin for medical purposes, but in 1919 the US Supreme Court ruled that the prescription 
of narcotics was a violation of the 'good faith practice of medicine', and therefore a criminal 
offence under the Act. 
Several European countries have since relaxed their laws (or law enforcement) about 
possession offences, sometimes just for cannabis. But other European countries continue 
with a predominantly prohibitionist legal system. Sweden claims to have achieved relatively 
low levels of drug use with a firm prohibitionist approach, which includes compulsory 
treatment of drug users, and considerable public resourcing of drug rehabilitation and 
education programs, after an earlier period of liberalization. 
 
The  United  Nations   World  Drug Report 
2010 estimated "that between 155 and 
250 million people, or 3.5% to 5.7% of the 
population aged 15-64, had used illicit  
substances  at  least  once  in the previous 
year. Cannabis users comprise the largest 
number of illicit drug users (129-190 
million people). Amphetamine-type 
stimulants are the second most commonly 
used illicit drugs, followed by opiates and 
cocaine."  
  
 
 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/the-1912-hague-international-opium-convention.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/WDR-2010.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/WDR-2010.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/WDR-2010.html
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Basic Terms 
Drug 
This is a term of varied usage. In medicine, it refers to any substance with the potential 
to prevent or cure disease or enhance physical or mental welfare. In pharmacology, it means 
any chemical agent that alters the biochemical or physiological processes of tissues or 
organisms. 
Licit/illicit drugs 
The United Nations drug control conventions do not recognize a distinction between licit and 
illicit drug, they describe only use to be licit or illicit. Here, the term illicit drug is used to 
describe drugs which are under international control (and which may or may not have licit 
medical purposes) but which are produced, trafficked and/or consumed illicitly. 
Opiates 
Opiates is the generic name given to a group which includes naturally occurring drugs derived 
from the opium poppy such as opium, morphine and codeine, semi-synthetic substances such 
as heroin. Opiates depress the central nervous system and are used therapeutically as 
analgesics (painkillers), as cough suppressants and against diarrhea; in non-medical usage as 
euphoriants and as a means of reducing anxiety, boredom, physical or emotional pain. Heroin is 
often the opiate preferred by consumers because it is relatively potent, easily dissolved in 
water for injecting and penetrates the blood-brain barrier more quickly than morphine. Effects 
may last from 4-6 hours. Heroin can also be snorted, smoked or inhaled by the method known 
as "chasing the dragon" whereby it is heated on foil and the fumes inhaled. Some of the most 
severe effects of heroin abuse stem less from the drug itself than from unhygienic injecting 
practices which cause hepatitis, HIV and AIDS and the wider diffusion of these diseases by 
sexual contact. It is generally believed that injecting heroin users are more severely dependent 
than inhalers, partly because injection is the least safe but most cost-effective way of using an 
illicit drug. It is also possible to take more of the drug by injection - inhalers tend to fall asleep 
before they reach the point of overdose. Switching between different routes is quite common, 
however, and may well be prompted by health considerations. 
Other Central Nervous System Depressants 
This category includes barbiturates, non-barbiturate depressants and benzodiazepines; they 
are also referred to as sedative-hypnotics. They can be used therapeutically as anesthetics, 
anticonvulsants, in the treatment of tension and anxiety, insomnia and some psychiatric 
illnesses. The first major type of drug in this group to be manufactured was the barbiturate 
group, synthetic pharmaceuticals which since the 1960s have largely been replaced 
therapeutically by benzodiazepines such as diazepam (Valium).  Benzodiazepines and non-
barbiturate sedatives such as methaqualone appear regularly on the illicit market and are used 
for sedation and for pleasurable intoxication, often in combination with alcohol. 
Central Nervous System Stimulants 
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Central nervous system stimulants include naturally occurring plants such as coca 
(Erythroxylum coca), khat and betel nuts (which are not under international control), products 
extracted from the leaf of the coca bush  - coca paste,  cocaine hydrochloride and crack  
cocaine - and wholly synthetic substances in the form of amphetamine and amphetamine-
type compounds. Cocaine has some therapeutic value as a local anesthetic, while some 
synthetic stimulants are used as anorectics  (slimming  pills),  in  the  treatment  of  narcolepsy  
and  of  children  suffering  from attention deficit disorder. The non-medical reasons for using 
these substances include elevating mood, to overcome fatigue and to improve performance. 
The effects of cocaine last from a few minutes to less than an hour, whereas the effects of 
amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS) may last several hours.  Cocaine  (hydrochloride)  can  be  
injected,  but  more  commonly  it  is  snorted, whereas crack cocaine is usually smoked. ATS 
can be taken orally, injected, smoked or snorted. 
Hallucinogens 
Hallucinogens include naturally occurring substances such as psilocybin (from the Psilocybe 
mexicana mushroom), mescaline (from the peyote cactus); semi-synthetics such as lysergic acid 
diethylamide, (LSD) and synthetics such as phencyclidine (PCP). Apart from some traditional 
uses and for rare therapeutic use in psychiatry, hallucinogens are taken illicitly for their mind- 
altering or 'psychedelic' effects. Even in small doses LSD causes perceptual distortions of time 
and place, visual hallucinations and synesthesia (a merging of the senses such that sounds are 
"seen" and colors are "heard"). In comparison to the powerful sensory distortions, the 
physiological after-effects are relatively slight, but may include dizziness, disorientation, 
anxiety, depression and distressing flashbacks. PCP produces euphoria but this is unlike that of 
opiates or stimulants; use is often accompanied by feelings of unreality, distortions of time and 
space, self- damaging behavior and belligerent paranoia. Hallucinogens are usually taken orally. 
Repeated administration reduces the effect of the drug but physical dependence is not known 
to occur. Effects last up to 12 hours. 
Cannabis 
Cannabis has by far the highest rates of prevalence globally. It is mainly consumed as 
marijuana (the dried flowering tops of the Cannabis sativa plant), as hashish (resin from the 
plant), or as an oil extracted from the resin. These preparations are generally smoked, often 
mixed with tobacco in a cigarette or "joint", but they can also be swallowed. Cannabis is a 
sedative, but it also has hallucinogenic effects, which may last up to several hours. The 
principal psychoactive ingredient is delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), but there exist a wide 
variety of THC levels within the various strains of cannabis now grown. Cannabis is soluble in 
fat, metabolizes very slowly and - since the brain is largely made up of fatty substances - it 
remains in the body for up to one month after consumption. When smoked, the drug is 
absorbed quickly into the bloodstream and reaches the brain within seconds. Depending on 
the quantity and frequency of consumption, cannabis may impair motor coordination, 
shorten attention span, and modify perceptions of time and space. In low doses it has a 
relaxing and mood enhancing effect but in higher doses and/or in certain individuals it can 
cause anxiety, panic or paranoia. Smoking the drug carries a similar and possibly aggravated 
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series of risks to those associated with cigarette smoking and respiratory cancers, bronchial and 
cardiovascular problems and the increased likelihood of fetal and neonatal complications. 

Effects of drug use 
In contrast to prescription drugs, illegal drugs are not manufactured in controlled environments 
under strict standards of quality. In other words, you never know what quality and quantity 
you are really getting, or with what cheaper poison an unscrupulous dealer may have 
diluted the drug. 
 
Some of the side effects of illegal drugs could actually limit 
your ability to have the 'good time' you might have thought 
the drug was going to provide. The side-effects multiply, 
compound and can cause permanent damage the more 
frequently you take the drugs. Side effects include: 

 Confusion 

 Anxiety 

 Paranoia 

 panic attacks 

 nausea 

 shaking 

 headache 

 schizophrenic and psychotic behavior 
 potentially permanent damage to brain, liver, kidneys and 

heart 

 
The highly addictive characteristics of drugs such as 
heroin, cocaine and various amphetamine compounds 
may take away any control you have over the 
continuation of self- inflicted   damage.   The   cost   of   
feeding   an   inevitable addiction that regular use will 
cause, may mean you find yourself involved in serious 
crime, facing a lengthy jail term, and dealing with serious 
health problems including permanent   mental   illness,   
the   risks   of   communicable diseases like HIV/AIDS, and 
overdosing. You might also lose the support of your 
family and friends along the way. 
Illegal drugs fall under 3 categories: 

 Depressants 

 Stimulants 

 Hallucinogens 
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Global Scenario: Illicit Drug Use 
Worldwide 

The composition and spread of illicit drug use varies across country borders and drug types. 
Abuse of cannabis (marijuana) is particularly rampant in Western Europe and Central America. 
The image below from the Unites Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) depicts illicit 
cannabis use worldwide. 

 

Despite the greater prevalence of drug abuse in certain countries over others, every member 
country of the UNODC has a role to play in combating the spread of the substance. This is 
largely due to the role of “drug routes”, which are patterns of geographic drug flow. These 
indicate the role of illicit drug traffickers in each country as one or more of the following- a 
producer of narcotic materials, a processor of the chemical and narcotic materials, a distributor 
of the illicit drugs, or a consumer of the final drug products. The following map from the United 
States Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) depicts the flow of drug routes worldwide. 
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The  two  regions  with  highest  narcotic  material  production  are  Latin  America  (including 
countries such as Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, etc.) and central South 
Asia (including Afghanistan, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, etc.). The presence of opiates is 
highest in Eastern Europe and Russia, while cocaine abuse is rampant in North America. Even 
countries that are not major drug producers may serve as “transit” countries through which 
drugs are trafficked but not consumed. 
 
The  joint  cooperation  of  member  countries  in  the  CND  is  largely  influenced  by  their 
longstanding diplomatic relationships, and the means by which drug use is limited. For 
example, one of the most widely considered control methods for illicit drug use is the 

limitation on trade of chemical products that are used in making synthetic drugs.1 The 
likelihood of two countries jointly adopting a resolution to control the trade of certain 
chemical products is based largely on the trade relations between the two countries. If the 
countries share pre-existing trade agreements, they are more likely to collaborate on finding 
joint solutions to illicit drug trade. This is an important concept in United Nations negotiations 
known as “foreign policy”. 
 
Delegates are advised to learn about their country’s major trade relations with other countries, 
so as to gain clearer insight into which trade routes they have greater influence over. There 
are certain trading blocs, such as ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) which have 
pre- existing trade relations in geographically close regions (in this case, Southeast Asia). 
Effective trade control is most likely to take place within such trading blocs, and can be 
strengthened further if delegates are able to negotiate trade controls outside of their own 
trading blocs. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 “World Drug Report 2014”, UNODC, http://www.unodc.org/documents/wdr2014/World_Drug_Report_2014_web.pdf. 

http://www.unodc.org/documents/wdr2014/World_Drug_Report_2014_web.pdf
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Excerpt from World Drug Report 2016 

 
As part of the research, we would like the delegates to read through this excerpt from the 
World Drug Report 2016 which best highlights the issues at hand in a very lucid and concise 
manner. We encourage the delegates to read the full report here. 
 

The reason for giving this part of the report directly is that we found it wiser to let you read 
from the original source rather than paraphrasing it for you and in the process limiting your 
learning curve. 
 
The excerpt follows from the next page. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unodc.org/wdr2016/
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